PLANNING DEPARTMENT

¥ TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN
1 M I D D L E Tow N 350 East Main Road, Middletown, Rl 02842
Rhode Island (401) 849-4027 | MiddletownRI.com

To: Paul A. Croce, Chairman
Planning Board members

From: Ron Wolanski, Town Planner
Date: October 30, 2023

Re:  Request of Ocean State Holdings of Middletown, LLC (Hyundai of Newport) for approval
of a revised landscape plan associated with a previously approved Development Plan Review
application, including relocation of a stone wall on property located at 1215 West Main Road,
Tax Assessors Plat 106, Lot 91.

The owner of the above referenced property is requesting approval of a revised landscape plan
which was previously approved as part of the Development Plan Review application for building
and site improvements. The attached email correspondence from the applicant’s attorney and the
revised landscape plan describe the proposed revisions. The plan has also been provided to the
Middletown Tree Commission for review and comment. Its comments are also attached. For your
reference | am also attaching the previously approved landscape plan.

Should the Board find the revisions acceptable, a vote to approve the plan would be appropriate.
The revised plan would then be provided to the Building/Zoning Official.

Please contact me with any questions regarding this matter.

\\midsrv48\Groups\Planning\Planning Board\Development Plan Review\PB DPR items\106-91 Hyundai of Newport\revised lanscape
plan\PB memo 10-30-23.docx
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Ronald Wolanski

From: Ronald Wolanski
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 11:22 AM
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: FW: Hyundai landscape plan.revised

From: Bob Silva <RMSilva@silvalawgroup.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 1:24 PM

To: Ronald Wolanski <rwolanski@middletownri.com>

Cc: Pamela Rodgers <verdegardenri@gmail.com>; CROCE PAUL <fijimail@cox.net>; Jon Narcessian
<jnarcessian@hyundaiofnewport.com>; Karen Day <ride_1189@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: Hyundai landscape plan.revised

Ron, Please arrange to place the most recent revise landscaping plan prepared by Pamela Rogers on the PLANNING

BOARD's next regularly scheduled meeting for November 8 th | will provide you with 10 copies of the plan for the board
use. In addition | will contact Karen Day Chairperson of the TREE Commission and ask to be placed on its next agenda so
the commission can review the revisions as well. Thank you for your assistance in this matter | will be in touch. Bob Silva

Sent from my iPhone



Ronald Wolanski

From: Karen Day <ride_1189@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:30 PM
To: Ronald Wolanski; Paul Croce
Subject: Tree Commission

Hello gentlemen,

The Tree Commission met on Thursday, October 26, 2023. At that meeting we reviewed the revised landscape plans for
the Hyundai dealership on West Main Road and we discussed the proposed policies on fertilizer and pesticide use in
Middletown.

1. Hyundai Dealership: The Tree Commission met with Robert Sylva, attorney for the owners of the dealership and Pam
Rogers, the landscape designer. Ms. Rogers reviewed the changes in the plan and the reasons behind them. The
Commission has no concern with the plan and certainly appreciates the addition of one more tree. We did request the
longterm maintenance plan submitted with the second revision presented in May 2023 be amended to specifically require
the planters be maintained and watered as necessary and replacement plants would be provided if a plant fails to thrive.

2. Fertilizer and Pesticide Policy: After discussion, the Commission understands the importance of controlling the use of
fertilizers and pesticides and their affect on water supplies and ocean water. It seems the policy as it is written includes
best practices as they exist today. We do not believe an ordinance would be the appropriate tool. It would be extremely
difficult to enforce and would be difficult to change if new information becomes available. We believe the best approach
would be education and outreach and the emphasis should be placed on that portion of the policy (7.0). Funding should
reflect its importance. We also have concerns about the groups who are noted as being exceptions to the policy,
specifically agricultural groups and golf courses. These groups have a significant impact on the environment due to their
heavy use of these products. They must be included in the education and outreach and we must gain their cooperation if
this policy will create any positive change. Homeowners should not shoulder all the burden.

Please share these thoughts with the Planning Board. If there are any concerns or questions, feel free to contact us.

Karen Day
Chairperson, Middletown Tree Commission
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