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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN 

350 East Main Road, Middletown, RI 02842 
(401) 849-4027 | MiddletownRI.com 

 
 

 
 
To:  Paul A. Croce, Chairman 

Planning Board members 
From: Ron Wolanski, Town Planner 
Date:  April 3, 2023 
Re: Request of the Town Council for review and recommendation on a request of Tucker 
Holmes and Amanda McKelvey, owners of property at 161 Briarwood Ave., Plat 116NE, Lot 52, 
for abandonment of a portion of St. Georges Ave., an unimproved right-of-way. 
 
Attached is a copy of the above referenced request from a resident to abandon a portion of St. 
George’s Ave., an unimproved street right-of-way. The Town Council has requested that the 
request be reviewed by the Planning Board as well as the Roads & Utilities Advisory Committee 
and that recommendations be provided. Once the committee reviews are complete, and if the 
petitioner decides to proceed with the request, title research must be completed to confirm 
ownership of the right-of-way. If the Town Council agrees to proceed with consideration of the 
request, a public hearing will be held, with notice provided to abutting property owners. 
Regarding the right-of-way, a Planning Board site visit was conducted on March 28th. Based on 
this and review of GIS data and aerial photos:  

• It appears that several properties have incorporated portions of the right-of-way area 
abutting their lots into their back yards.  

• In some cases abutting property owners may be using the right of way area to access the 
rear portions of their properties, either over grass or gravel driveways within the right-of-
way. This was noted by an abutting property owner during a recent Town Council meeting 
when it received the abandonment request.  

• Parking of vehicles on a portion of the right-of-way is apparent. 

• There appears to be no other public use of the right-of-way at this time.  

• Based in GIS data it appears that there are no existing public utilities located in the portion 
of right-of-way proposed for abandonment. This will be confirmed with review by the 
Roads & Utilities Committee.  

• All lots with frontage on this portion of the right-of-way also have frontage and access from 
constructed public streets. 

The Board should consider the above information as it formulates its recommendation on the 
abandonment request. Please contact me with any questions. 

 
cc.  Town Administrator 

Town Engineer 
DPW Director 
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