




From: Maureen Maurer
To: Ronald Wolanski; TCACS
Subject: FW: Town center
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 12:58:36 PM

 
 

From: Thomas O'Neill <thomasdennisoneill@gmail.com>
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 at 7:57 AM
To: Shawn Brown <sbrown@middletownri.com>, Maureen Maurer
<mmaurer@middletownri.com>
Cc: "Robert Kempenaar, II" <rocky@kempenaarRE.com>
Subject: Town center
 
My purpose in writing to you is to convey my thoughts regarding the proposed hotel under
consideration for the town center.
 
Given the location, l believe, it needs to be both attractive and welcoming in appearance.  Some of
the hotels on Block Island have porches with rocking chairs for guests with lawn in front.
 
Design features such as a Gable end roof with a generous pitch could add beauty. Some years ago l
was the pastor of a small parish at the time when a new Church was being constructed. The parish
did not have a lot of money but we sought to make it as attractive as possible. It had a 6/12 pitch
roof built with scissor trusses.
 
I have also seen nice looking Dutch hip roofs.
 
This building, situated on town land and in all likelihood adjacent to other public buildings, needs to
have a simple beauty that mirrors New England.
 
Finally, the contractual arrangements required for locating a business on municipal property, for the
present and future well being of the town, need to be thoroughly thought out.
 
Be it words or be it drawings it is far less costly to correct mistakes beforehand.
 
Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas D. O'Neill
 
Please copy this email to the members of the Town Council.
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From: Sara Poirier
To: Ronald Wolanski; Nick Coogan
Subject: OSFC input on Middletown Commons on West Main Rd.
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 11:46:32 AM

Hi Ron, 

During the May meeting of the Open Space and Fields Committee, members discussed the 
proposal for the Middletown Commons on West Main Rd. We want to share some thoughts 
from our discussion with the Planning Board. Would you mind forwarding this along to the 
appropriate contacts? 

Mike Fenton, the Planning Board’s representative for the OSFC, was present and provided 
excellent insight during the discussion. 

Thank you, 

Sara Poirier & Nicholas Coogan

We are pleased to see a bike path and dog park included in the current plan. 

While it’s only a short distance, expanding the Coddington bicycle path to Valley 
Rd. will improve access to the library and new community spaces. We hope this will 
also help pave the way for an expansion of bicycle routes in the future. We suggest 
that the Planning Board look ahead at ways to tie the Coddington bike path to 
Chases’ Lane, then to Burma Rd. via Access Road. Also, consider running the bike 
path inside the development (e.g. along the West side) in order to remove bikes 
from busy West Main Rd. 

The dog park will be well received by the community. In response to a 2019 survey 
conducted by the Town, 25% of respondents said that they felt that the addition of 
a dog park to Middletown was very important and 35% agreed it was somewhat 
important. 

The area dedicated to public open space and recreation in the plan is too small given 
the amount that will be displaced. 
We suggest doubling the footprint available for Open Space and Recreation. 

The surrounding neighborhoods are the most densely populated in Middletown. They are 

also the most underserved with access to open space and recreation opportunities.
The OSFC feels that any site alteration should be viewed as an opportunity to address this 
problem. The current plan does not feel like an improvement. 
See the Town map of Recreation & Open Space: 
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https://www.middletownri.com/DocumentCenter/View/445/Recreation-and-Open-Space-

Map-PDF 

The opportunities for Open Space and Recreation should meet the needs of the 
community.  
The site’s field-based activities should be replaced with other activities that require smaller 

footprints, but better meet the needs of the user groups in the local community. For 

example:  

Families. Include a playground and shaded outdoor area with picnic tables close to 
the library. 

Youth. Keep basketball courts on the site. The existing courts are popular with 
youth in the area and the nearest outdoor courts are at Gaudet Middle school.  

Seniors. Consider adding pickleball courts. Pickleball is the fastest-growing sport 
on the Island and is popular with seniors. The Town is actively working with a group 
within the community to establish courts in Middletown. 

A final idea for consideration. The field behind Kennedy School would tie in well with the 

proposed library/community park concept. If the Town acquired this parcel for Open Space, 

it would help offset the development and create a sizable destination for the community. 

Thank you for taking the time to review our suggestions. We would welcome the 

opportunity to support the Planning Board as it moves forward with a plan for this site.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

The Middletown Open Space & Fields Committee

Nick Coogan, Chair ncoogan3@cox.net

Sara Poirier, Vice Chair sara.poirier@gmail.com

-- 
Sara Poirier, MSc.
She/Her
Spark Strategic Science Communication
sparkscicomm@gmail.com
(401) 239 8282
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www.sparkscicomm.com
@sparkscicomm 

Engaging the public in meaningful science content and experiences
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Monday, June 27, 2022 10:43:00 AM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Middletown doesn’t need more hotels, developed areas, traffic,
or stores. What we need is more green/open space areas. I feel
like this new town center would lower my quality of life as a
resident of Middletown. Every green area does NOT need to be
developed for the sake of collecting taxes.

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Middletown Center will only worsen the traffic nightmare that
already exists today. Pls leave the green area green.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

I 100% disapprove of this project.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Sunday, June 26, 2022 11:54:09 AM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? It’s a developers plan, not a community enrichment plan

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? It’s not enriching our community or providing activities and
cultural space. It’s a profit center for local developers

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

This is a rare moment to utilize prime space in a way to offer
community space for Middletown. This does not achieve that. It’s
is another shopping plaza that just looks slightly nicer then the
one down the street. Parks, fields, concert venues, childrens
activities (this town offers next to nothing for children- the
beaches don’t count as nature offers that and thankfully it hasn’t
been developed over). Smart development that offers community
space exist in other states.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Sunday, June 26, 2022 10:54:13 AM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Too commercial, NO HOTEL need to address traffic congestion
and problems on island

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Field not completed.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Sunday, June 26, 2022 9:02:48 AM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Will push people who live and work on the island off of the island.
Create too much congestion.

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Will turn the island into a tourist-only destination and make it
unaffordable for those who already live and work here year
round.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Sunday, June 26, 2022 8:12:50 AM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? There are several empty retail location, more is not needed. The
existing library meetsnthe needs of the community and does not
need to be replaced. It is unclear if a new library is even part of
this plan.

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Increased traffic at an already busy intersection.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 11:17:42 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number Field not completed.

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Hotel. Need more space for the children

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Big money has to stop pushing us around

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

Why not keep open space. I love the outside theater. Large
library. Place for the kids. Make a a skate park? Ice skate?
Complex for the children

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 8:47:19 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? We have waited so long to come up with a plan for usage of this
property and unfortunately this is not what most residents
envisioned for a town center! Too much pavement and over 400
parking spots and especially the commercialization of a town
property to benefit a select few developers. We can do better
than this and if it takes another few years let’s get this right!! If
the housing is not affordable or is not to benefit working residents
than it should not be included. A hotel is definitely not needed.
We are or were a small town and most residents will tell you we
are over developed and getting to be over priced for the average
family! The town Center should be for residents..not tourists!!

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? The additional traffic, water usage and smaller sized library will
negatively effect our town.

Please Provide Your
Additional

Please rethink this plan without the hotel and commercialization.
Please listen to the majority of tax payers and not the developers

mailto:noreply@civicplus.com
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Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

who always state” there won’’t be a negative impact on traffic or
noise” on every single development in this town. Residents want
less development, less traffic, less hotels!

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 8:33:59 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Too commercial! Make it family focused!!

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? It will make an already overdeveloped area one big traffic jam.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

The last thing we need in the center of town is another hotel,
especially when it is replacing one of the few places for
families/children! We could use a rec. center instead that can be
utilized year round by residents, not catering to tourists!

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 6:19:44 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State Ri

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? We have enough development already. You are playing into the
hands of these developers.

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? We don’t need it.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 5:43:57 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? We don't need another hotel, this does not enrich our community
it removes our library and enriches the wealthy. We need true
affordable housing not just market rate apartments as
Middletown already doesn't have sufficient low income housing.
This will just bring more traffic to an already over trafficked
location. We want a true community space and affordable
housing for our residents

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? More traffic

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

This plan just reduces the amount of usable green space in
Middletown and enriches more wealthy people and increases our
traffic and pollution problems. We want large community spaces
and a larger library. We absolutely do not need more hotels. If
there is going to be housing it should be true low income housing
with priority for Middletown residents and veterans.

mailto:noreply@civicplus.com
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Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 2:28:06 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Looks very generic for our beautiful seaside town. Ugh.

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Traffic!

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

We don’t need another hotel in this area! Traffic on W. Main is
already a nightmare. Imagine heading south and trying to turn in
here- crossing two to 4 lanes of traffic! I would not drive to this
area to use the library- do not use the current one because of
traffic, which is a shame. Why are we not using this as another
large park for residents to enjoy?

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 1:04:47 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? These developers are turning our town center into a commercial
development. This is NOT what Middletown residents want. We
want a town center for our people, not a "Garden City"
development in the heart of OUR town.

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Traffic is already a nightmare, even with the current updated,
timed light system. Adding a large commercial development to
the mix will be a disaster.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

If these developers want a commercial development, they need
to go find their own property to buy and do so. Leave this land for
what the people of Middletown need: a new library, a community
center, indoor and outdoor recreational space. We do not need a
14th hotel along a 2.7 mile stretch of West Main Rd. We do not
want or need a Garden City retail center in the heart of our town.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Sunday, June 26, 2022 8:05:32 AM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State MA

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number Field not completed.

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address Field not completed.

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Field not completed.

Why Or Why Not? I agree we need a town center, however we do not need
msnorgef hotel, high end housing, or to remove the library. A
library is typically a focal point in a town that cares about its
population being educated.

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? Field not completed.

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

What is this going to do for traffic? Is there going to be enough
free parking? Where will children play sports since this is being
removed? A sports complex for children should be included.
Can’t just take things away to make money. This is a place
where people live and the needs of the people who live here
should be the focus. We need stores but not more hotels or to
remove a library.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: noreply@civicplus.com
To: Ronald Wolanski
Subject: Online Form Submittal: "Middletown Center" Town Center
Date: Monday, June 27, 2022 2:41:08 PM

"Middletown Center" Town Center

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Middletown

State RI

Zip Code 02842

Phone Number Field not completed.

Fax Number Field not completed.

Email Address

Overall, I like the
Middletown Center
plan.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? I don't like the idea of another hotel

Looking at Middletown
Center, I don't foresee
any challenges.

Disagree

Why Or Why Not? There should be more areas for recreation, i.e. playground or
sports

Please Provide Your
Additional
Thoughts/Input About
Middletown Center
Here

If the concept can proceed without a hotel, I am all for it. The
Middletown Library should be an architectural gem and the focal
point of the plan. Perhaps a trendy restaurant, in lieu of the hotel
for tax revenue (not a chain)?
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