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To: Paul A. Croce, Chairman 
 Planning Board Members  
   
From: Ron Wolanski, Town Planner 
 
Date: February 8, 2022 
 
Re: PY2020/2021 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application  
 
 
Each year with the assistance of Church Community Housing Corp. the town develops, and the 
Town Council approves, a CDBG application for submission to the state. One component of the 
review process is a determination by the Planning Board of the consistency of each proposed 
project with the goals and policies of the Middletown Comprehensive Community Plan. The 
attached package includes the list of proposed projects, as well as some supporting 
documentation regarding the projects. Based on my review of the proposed projects, I have not 
found any projects to be inconsistent with the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan.  The 
Board should review this information and determine if it concurs with this determination. Please 
let me know if you require more specific information on any of the projects on the list. 
CDBG is a federally funded program of the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Funds must be used for projects that directly benefit the low-income population. Senior Centers 
are categorically eligible for this funding. Other funding requests included in the town’s application 
will promote maintenance of affordable housing, as well as benefit various established nonprofit 
agencies which provide important services to Middletown’s low-income population. All funding 
requests approved by the Town Council for submission with the town’s application will be 
submitted to the state Office of Housing and Community Development, which evaluates all 
projects submitted by smaller communities around the state and determines which will receive 
funding.  
 
Please contact me with any questions. 
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TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN 
2020/2021 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

 
The Town of Middletown is preparing a Community Development Block Grant application to 
undertake the following activities: 

1. Public Facility: Provide funding for window replacement at the Middletown Senior Center 
facility on Green End Avenue. 

Amount:  $ TBD 

2. Public Facility: Provide funding for kitchen and flooring renovation at Looking Upwards’ 23 
Toppa Boulevard, Newport residential facility. 

     Amount:  $ 42,238 

3. Public Facility: Provide funding to Community Blessings Foundation to convert 909 West 
Main Road, Middletown into a 12-bed residential addiction recovery facility. 

    Amount: $ 1,500,000 

4. Public Services:  Provide operating support to Lucy’s Hearth to provide shelter and services 
to homeless women and children. 

    Amount:   $ 50,000 

5. Public Services: Provide funding to support Newport Mental Health’s home stabilization 
services through these proposed staffing positions: a full-time housing director, lease 
liaison, case manager, and a registered nurse. 

    Amount:  $ 212,700 

6. Housing Rehabilitation Program – Focus on lead-based paint hazard reduction  

    Amount:  $ TBD 
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