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Design Goals

• Enhance Accessibility and Amenities - Ensure ADA compliance, convenient parking, and well-planned 
pathways.

• Create an Inviting Gateway - Design an active, welcoming park entrance with attractive landscaping.

• Incorporate Sustainable, Resilient Solutions - Implement stormwater, low-maintenance, and climate-
resilient features.

• Improve Connectivity - Strengthen links to Newport’s Easton’s Beach and nearby areas.

Implementation Goals 

• Engage the Community - Gather public input through workshops and surveys to guide design.

• Plan for Development and Maintenance - Provide estimates and a phased implementation plan for 
longevity.

• Ensure Construction Readiness - Prepare compliant construction documents and streamline permitting.

Project Goals
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Since Last Meeting 

• Completed Resource Area Delineation (Wetlands)

• Finalized Property Survey

• Searched for the Anne Slater Dunlap Plaque

• Reviewed historic documents on the park from 

Rowena

• Reviewed deed restrictions

• Developed and reviewed a Community Survey

• Analyzed community feedback and developed three 

concepts



Community Survey Key Takeaways 

• 161 Responses 

• Most visitors engage in walking and enjoying beach views, with peak activity during the summer.

• Limited parking and a lack of amenities were the most frequently cited challenges.

• There is strong interest in enhanced seating, seasonal programming, and nature-based improvements (e.g., 

native plantings, coastal dune protection).

• Respondents overwhelmingly support preserving the park’s natural character and prioritizing environmental 

sustainability.

• Sentiment was mixed regarding making the park more tourist friendly.
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Potential Environmental Solutions  

Restore area 
taken over by 

Phragmites 

Repair or 
redesign the 

riprap

Incorporate 
native plant 

species 

Develop soft 
edges 

• Removal of invasive plant species 

• Incorporate native plant species into the 

design.

• Develop soft edges where feasible, 

including sacrificial or artificial dunes.

• Repair or redesign the riprap, integrating 

vegetation into the hard edge where 

possible.

• Remove phragmites along the stormwater 

outlet and evaluate whether the area can 

be sustained as an upland transition or 

high marsh landscape.

Removal of 
Invasives



Removal of invasive plant species 

Invasive plant species include:

• Rugosa rose (rosa rugosa)
• Honeysuckles (Lonicera spp.)
• Multiflora rose (rosa multiflora)

Rugosa rose (Rosa rugosa) is an exotic invasive 
species that has naturalized in Rhode Island. It has 
historically been planted on dunes and barriers for its 
ability to stabilize sand and thrive in coastal 
conditions. Despite being invasive, its planting may be 
allowed in certain developed coastal and urban areas 
with CRMC staff approval. 



Repair or redesign the riprap, 
integrating vegetation into the hard 
edge where possible.



Develop soft edges where feasible, including 
sacrificial or artificial dunes.

Species Typical of Maritime Dunes
Common Name Latin Name
Northern bayberry Morella pensylvanica
Beach grass Ammophila brevigulata
Beach pea Lathyrus japonicus
Seaside goldenrod Solidago sempervirens
Sandy sedge Carex silicea
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum
Beach heather Hudsonia tomentosa
Bearberry Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Beach plum Prunus maritima



Remove phragmites and evaluate upland transition 
or high marsh landscape.

High Marsh Plants
Botanical Name Common Name
Spartina patens Saltmeadow Cordgrass

Example Typical High Marsh Plants Elevation Growth



Incorporate native plant species into the design

Common Name Latin Name

Herbaceous 
Beach grass Ammophila brevigulata
Beach pea Lathyrus japonicus
Seaside goldenrod Solidago sempervirens
Sandy sedge Carex silicea
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum
Beach heather Hudsonia tomentosa
Bearberry Arctostaphylos uva-ursi

Shrubs
Bayberry Morella pensylvanica
Beach Plum Prunus maritima
Wild Rose Rosa virginiana

Trees 
Shadbush Amelanchier spp.
Arrowwood Viburnum dentatum
Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana
Black Cherry Prunus serotina
Pitch Pine Pinus rigida
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