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To:  William J. Nash, Jr., Vice Chair 

Planning Board members 
From: Ron Wolanski, Town Planner 
Date:  May 1, 2024 
Re:  Request of Donovan & Sons, Inc. for concept review of a proposed merger and 
redevelopment of abutting properties to allow modification of an existing business use located in 
the R-20A zoning district. Property located at 597 & 613 Aquidneck Ave., Assessor Plat 114, 
Lots 218 & 219. 
 
 
The owner of the above referenced properties is requesting concept review of a potential 
redevelopment scenario for abutting properties located in the R-20A residential zoning district. 
Please see the attached request. One parcel contains an existing business, which is a legal 
nonconforming use. The abutting parcel contains a single-family dwelling. The proposal is to 
merge the lots and remove the existing dwelling, construct a new commercial building, and 
expand the parking lot serving the business.  
The proposal would require submission of an application for a minor land development project 
as well as requests for zoning relief for the expansion of a nonconforming use and/or a use 
variance to allow the conversion of a residential use to a commercial use in the R-20 zoning 
district. Additional relief from zoning requirements or the land development regulations may also 
be needed, subject to review of a formal plan and application. 
At this time the property owner is seeking input from the Planning Board as they consider 
development options. The Board will not vote or take other action relative to the presented 
concept. 
Cc: Applicant 
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